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Abstract:  
An introductory message from Patrick Boudreault, the Executive Editor of the Deaf Studies 

Digital Journal, about its current team members, mission statement, federal funding from the 

National Endowment for the Humanities, and collaboration with Michigan Publishing Services 

for an accessible, robust, sustainable, and multilingual and multimodal platform which integrates 

the journal with library databases. Highlights of the collaboration with the Deaf Studies 

Conference: Transformations2018for this special issue with conference proceedings are shared. 

 
              

 

Transcript 

 
Welcome to Deaf Studies Digital Journal’s fifth issue, which is a special issue focusing on the 

proceedings from the 2018 Deaf Studies Conference, which had a theme of “Transformation.” I 

am Patrick Boudreault, the executive editor. I would like to introduce our team members. First, 

we have Brianna Keogh, who is the managing editor. We also have a group of experts, including 

Elizabeth Henry who specializes in library science, Raja Kushalnagar, who works in human 

computer interaction, Christian Vogler who focuses on communication access, Dirksen Bauman 

for Deaf Studies, and Ted Supalla, a collaborator from Georgetown University. 

 

We also have an advisory board filled with experts in different specialties on an international 

level, including from North America, Europe, and Asia. I would also like to recognize the 

previous editors of DSDJ, Dirksen Bauman, Ben Bahan, and Melissa Malzkuhn, for their hard 

work and involvement. Most importantly, however, I would like to recognize our past 

contributors who have made this journal possible. 

 

DSDJ is the world’s first peer-reviewed multilingual and multimodal digital journal in sign 

language and written text that is dedicated to advancing evidence-based research, creative and 

critical output of work in and about sign languages and its communities. This is accomplished in 

the forms of scholarly video articles, original works of signed literature and arts, as well as 

interviews, reviews, commentary, and historical resources. 
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Scholarship in SL and Deaf Communities Slide 

 

I would like to discuss what makes DSDJ so unique. Even though it is a signed publication, we 

do not translate from written text to sign language. Instead, DSDJ encourages people to submit 

signed articles, and once the content has been approved, it is then translated into written English. 

The purpose of this is to support sign language or ASL, and to provide access to individuals who 

may not sign. 

 

The next unique component is that we value community-based participatory research (CBPR).  

This means we work together to build trust, which is the framework of CBPR. The Deaf Studies 

field is extremely diverse with many specialties. This approach promotes cross-collaboration 

among various specialties, and multi-disciplinary scholarship working together.  In that respect, 

DSDJ is thrilled to provide a summary translation of an article first published in 2009 in Sign 

Language Studies. This article, “Research Ethics in Sign Language Communities,” was co-

authored by Raychelle Harris, Heidi Holmes, and Donna Mertens. Their work has been crucial in 

helping us understand how to frame research work in sign language communities, and we hope 

that this will help promote the frameworks of equity and social justice in scholarly research 

between the signing and non-signing communities, particularly in working together. 

 

NEH DHAG Slide 

 

I would like to summarize the events of DSDJ over the years. The publication was first released 

in 2009 and continued until 2014. There were four issues published during these years, with 150 

articles from 180 contributors, and there were over 250,000 page views from 170 countries 

— and counting.  

 

The platform used technology based on Adobe Flash, which will become obsolete as of 

December 2020. That creates a problem. Also, this platform does not allow for searches via 

library databases, which has been another major challenge. We applied for funding from the 

National Endowment for the Humanities through its Digital Humanities Advancement Grant, and 

received $325,000 in 2018, much to our delight. This has helped us perform digital conversion 

using new technology, available in 2021. Gallaudet University also invested in this project by 

providing infrastructure support. 

 

The goal objective is to convert the old platform into the new platform with enhanced features, 

such as indexing in academic library catalogs. Secondly, the journal will support open access, 

providing the journal at a lowered or no cost to all people.  All articles from the existing platform 

will be mitigated to the new platform, with a robust infrastructure for preservation and 

sustainability in the future.  Additionally, the peer review process in sign language will be 

enhanced and modified to fit the new platform. 

 

We are undergoing this process through a partnership with Michigan Publishing Services, which 

is at the University of Michigan. The goal is to build a sustainable and reliable a multilingual and 

multimodal platform that is sign language-centric. 
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New Platform Slide 

    

 

I will share a few new features. The most important feature is that it will be an accessible, 

interactive user experience. For example, while the signed videos will be captioned, there will be 

an English transcript that is interactive. What this means is that the user can click on any point in 

the video or transcript, and both video and transcript will be aligned. This is also helpful in that 

the transcript allows the user to see what was said or will be said, as opposed to captions that are 

static on screen.   

 

The new platform offers a multimedia interface, which means photographs, videos, PowerPoint 

presentations, and others can interact in sync. Users will also be able to download the 

PowerPoint presentations and use different functions. Features will be added over time based on 

user feedback. 

 

Another key element is that with indexing capability, library databases will now show citations 

of the contributors’ works. We can keep track of which articles and authors are cited, which we 

could not be easily accomplished with the former platform. Altmetric, the new platform, is 

extremely powerful in its capabilities to track the numbers of citations of DSDJ articles and 

authors on, for instance, Facebook, Twitter, or other social media, other publications, research 

papers, and so on. And the contributors will be able to see who mentioned their work. Altmetric 

is a wonderful tool included in the new platform, much to my pleasure. 

More importantly, this all will support the preservation and sustainability of contents through the 

21st century. 

 

DSC Transformation Slide     

 

This is our fifth issue, and I would like to discuss why we chose to publish the proceedings for 

this issue. As mentioned, there were no issues published for a few years.  With our new platform 

and new technology, and with a new publisher, this is a great opportunity to share the wealth of 

information from the conference in the form of conference proceedings. This will help promote 

scholarship and the cross-specialization within Deaf Studies, dialogue, and record-keeping. 

Hopefully this helps push the field forward. We at DSDJ are fortunate to have partnered with the 

two conference co-organizers, Tawny Holmes Hlibok and Matthew Malzkuhn.  Our partnership 

with them really helped make this issue a reality. Hopefully, the conference proceedings will 

provide a new lens for navigation of the Deaf Studies field and its transformations. 

 

Conclusion Slide 

 

As I close, I hope you will enjoy this new user experience and issue, which is more user-friendly, 

more accessible, and more sign language-centric, especially in its multilingual and multimodal 

components. We look forward to upcoming issues, especially the articles we receive, and 

supporting the ever-growing scholarship about Deaf people and their communities through the 

lens of sign languages.  

 

Thank you. 
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PUBLICATION FUNDING 
This issue publication was made possible with the financial support of the National Endowment for the Humanities, 

Digital Humanities Advancement Grants [#HAA-258756-8, 2018]. 

 

PUBLICATION TEAM 
Patrick Boudreault, Editor 

Brianna Keogh, Production Editor 

Andrew Biskupiak, Production Assistant 

Dirksen Bauman, Advisor 

T.S. Writing Services, LLC 
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