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INSTRUCTIONS TOAUTHORS

Refer to http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/mbot/submit for more detailed instructions, especially
for formatting, style conventions, literature cited, and voucher specimen requirements. Please
contact the editor with any questions.

1. Create text in 12-point Times New Roman font and double space paragraphs throughout.
Research articles should be organized as follows: Title, Author(s) and address(es), Abstract with
up to 5 keywords, Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results, Discussion,
Acknowledgements, Literature Cited, Tables, Figure Legends, and Figures. Sections may be
omitted if not relevant. All pages should be numbered.

2. For noteworthy collections, manuscripts should be formatted as follows. The title, “Noteworthy
Collections,” should begin each submitted manuscript, followed on the next line by the State or
Province for the species reported. The next line should list the taxon of interest using the fol-
lowing format: Species Author(s) (Family). Common name. The rest of the manuscript should
include the following named sections: (i) Significance of the Report, (ii) Previous Knowledge,
(iii) Discussion, (iv) Diagnostic Characters (if desired), (v) Specimen Citations, (vi)
Acknowledgements (if desired), and (vii) Literature Cited. Each of these sections is largely self-
explanatory; however, the “Significance of the Report” section should be limited to a brief sen-
tence or phrase indicating the significance of the collection(s), and this may be expanded upon
in the “Discussion” section; the “Specimen Citations” section should include the relevant label
data from the voucher specimen(s) including location data, collector(s), collection number, etc.,
as well as the Index Herbariorum acronym(s) of the herbarium or herbaria where the specimen(s)
are deposited. The manuscript should end with the name and address of the author(s).

3. Non-research articles, such as book reviews, letters to the editor, notices, biographies and other
general interest articles can be formatted as general text without the specific sections listed
above. However, literature cited and any tables or figures should be formatted as described
below.

4. Create tables either as an MS Word table or using a tab-delimited format. Each table is to be sub-
mitted as a separate file. Table captions should be placed at the top of the table. Any footnotes
should appear at the bottom of the table. Please do not insert tables within the body of the text.

5. Send each figure as a separate file in a high-resolution format—eps, jpg, or tif. Figures like bar
graphs that gain their meaning with color won’t work—use coarse-grained cross-hatching, etc.
Create figure legends as a separate text file, and the typesetter will insert them as appropriate.
Please do not insert the figure in the body of the text file.

6. Citations: Please verify that all references cited in the text are present in the literature cited sec-
tion and vice versa. Citations within the text should list the author’s last name and publication
year (e. g. Smith 1990). For works with more than 2 authors, use “et al.”, and separate multiple
citations with a semicolon.

7. Literature Cited: List citations alphabetically by author’s last name. The first author’s name is to
be listed with surname first, followed by initials (e.g. Smith, E. B.), and subsequent authors are
to be listed with initials first.Separate author’s initials with a single space. The year of publica-
tion should appear in parentheses immediately before the title of the citation. The entire journal
name or book title should be spelled out. Please put a space after the colon when citing volume
number and page numbers.

8. Italicize all scientific names. Voucher specimens must be cited in floristic works and in any other
study whose results depend on the identity of the plant(s). Papers citing plant records without
documenting vouchers are generally not acceptable.

9. Manuscripts must be submitted electronically to the email address of the editor. All manuscripts
will be reviewed by at least two referees.
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